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Feriod VII. the honourable gentleman fays, with regard to the magazines being-publifhed
1737101742. and diftributed by order, and at the expence of government, I don't know
if he was ferious or not. If he was ferious, he muft have a very contempti-
ble opiniori of the underftanding of thofe gentlemen, who have the honour
to ferve his majefty, if he imagines that they would be fo weak as to propa-
gate papers, every page aknoft of which had a direft tendency againft their
own intereft. If any gentleman will take the trouble, which, I own, I very
feldoni do, to look into thefe magazines, he will find four pages wrote againft
the government for one that is in its favour $ and generally the fubjeft is of
fucha nature, as would be feverely puniflied under any other government
than our own. If the honourable gentleman was not ferious, I think a
inore proper time might have been chofen for fliewing his wit, than while
we, are confidering of the means of putting aftop to a practice, which
he himfelf, and every gentleman who fpoke in this debate, allows fo
nearly to-.affeft the dignity and privileges of this houfe. For my own
part, Sir, I am extremely indifferent, what opinion fome gentlemen may form
.of-the writers in favour of the government. But, Sir, I {hall never have the
Worfe opinion of them for that; there' is nothing more eafy than to;raife a
laughj it has been the common practice of all minorities when they were
driven out of every other argument. I (hall never be afraid to do what
I think right, and for the fervice of his majefty and my country, becaufe I
may be laughed at. But really Sir, I will be fo free as to fay, that if the
want of wit, learning, good manners, and truth, is a proper objeft of con-
tempt and ridicule, the writers in the oppofition feem to me to have a much
better title to both, than thofe for the government. No government, I
will venture to fay, ever punifhed fo few libels, and no government ever had
provocation to punifh fo many. I could name a government in this coun-
try, under which thofe writings, which are now cried-up, as founded upon
the laws, and in the conftitution, would have been punifhed as libels, even
by the gentlemen who are now the warrneft advocates for the liberty of the:
prefs, and: for fuffering the authors of thofe daily libels that appear in printj,
to pafs with impunity. But I afk pardon for what I have faid, that may
appear foreign to the prefent consideration; I was led to-it by what had/
been thrown out by the gentleman who fpoke before."

It ^as then unanimoufly refolved, " that it is a high indignity to, and a no-
torious breach of the privilege of this houfer for any news writer, in letters or
other papers (as minutes, or under any other denomination) or for any printer
or publifher, of any printed newipaper of any denomination, to prefume to<
infert in the faid letters or papers, or to give therein any account of the de-
bates, or other proceedings of this houfe,, or any committee thereof, as well
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